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bably have decided the question. In the third, though grammar
(again as modified by present usage) leaves the question open,
the meaning of the sentence is practically decisive by itself.
Can he conceive Matthew Arnold permitting such a book to be written
and published about himself?—Times.
And no doubt that end will be secured by the Commission sitting in
Paris.—Times.
Those who know least of them [the virtues] know very well how
much they are concerned in other people having them.—morley.
In the second of these, if sitting is a participle, the meaning
is that the end will be secured by the Commission, which is
described by way of identification as the one sitting in Paris.
If sitting is gerund, the end will be secured by the wise choice
of Paris and not another place for its scene. If Commission's
were written, there could be no doubt the latter was the meaning.
With Commission, there is, by present usage, absolutely no means
of deciding between the two meanings apart from possible light
in the context. In the third, common sense is able to tell us,
though grammar gives the question up, that what is interesting
is not the other people who have them, but the question whether
other people have them.
We shall, in the section on the gerund, take up the decided
position that all gerunds ought to be made distinguishable
from participles. We are quite aware, however, that in the
first place a language does not remodel itself to suit the gram-
marian's fancy for neat classification; that secondly the con-
fusion is not merely wanton or ignorant, but the result of natural
development; that thirdly the change involves some in-
conveniences, especially to hurried and careless writers. On the
other hand it is certain that the permanent tendency in language
is towards the correct and logical, not from it; it is merely hoped
that the considerable number of instances here collected may
attract the attention of some writers who have not been aware
of the question, and perhaps convince them that the distinction
is a useful one, that a writer ought to know and let us know
whether he is using a participle or a gerund, and that to abandon

